September 9, 2003
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 219—TO EN-
COURAGE THE PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA TO ESTABLISH A
MARKET-BASED VALUATION OF
THE YUAN AND TO FULFILL ITS
COMMITMENTS UNDER INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS

Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. VOINOVICH,
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. ENzI, and Mr.
KyL) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 219

Whereas the currency of the People’s Re-
public of China, the yuan or renminbi, has
been tightly pegged to the United States dol-
lar at the same fixed level since 1994;

Whereas the undervaluation of China’s cur-
rency makes exports from China less expen-
sive for foreigners and makes foreign prod-
ucts more expensive for Chinese consumers,
an effective subsidization of China’s exports
and a virtual tariff on foreign imports;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China has significantly inter-
vened in its foreign exchange markets in
order to hold the value of the yuan within its
tight and artificial trading band, resulting in
enormous growth in China’s dollar reserves,
estimated to be over $345,000,000,000 as of
June 2003;

Whereas the practice of ‘““currency manipu-
lation” to gain a trade or competitive advan-
tage is a violation of the spirit and letter of
the World Trade Organization and Inter-
national Monetary Fund agreements, of
which the People’s Republic of China is now
party;

Whereas the undervaluation of China’s cur-
rency has had and continues to have a nega-
tive impact on the United States manufac-
turing sector, contributing to significant job
losses and business closures;

Whereas the undervaluation of China’s cur-
rency also has had and continues to have a
negative impact on the economies of its
neighbor nations, the European Community,
Mexico, and Latin America;

Whereas the free fluctuation of currencies
is a key component to the health of global
trade, and the stability of the world econ-
omy; and

Whereas China’s central bank governor has
stated that the value of the yuan will even-
tually be determined by market forces rath-
er than pegged firmly to the dollar: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the United
States—

(1) supports the Secretary of the Treas-
ury’s work with regard to the Secretary’s
discussions with the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China leading to a market-
based valuation of the yuan; and

(2) encourages the People’s Republic of
China to continue to act on its commitments
to the trade rules and principles of the inter-
national community of which it is now a
member.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 220—DESIG-
NATING THE NINTH DAY OF SEP-
TEMBER OF EACH YEAR AS “NA-
TIONAL FETAL ALCOHOL SYN-
DROME AWARENESS DAY”

Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:
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S. REs. 220

Whereas fetal alcohol syndrome is the
leading cause of mental retardation in west-
ern civilization, including the United States,
and is 100 percent preventable;

Whereas fetal alcohol spectrum disorders
are a major cause of numerous social dis-
orders including learning disabilities, school
failure, juvenile delinquency, homelessness,
unemployment, mental illness, and crime;

Whereas economists estimate that each in-
dividual with fetal alcohol spectrum dis-
orders will cost United States taxpayers be-
tween $1,500,000 and $3,000,000 in his or her
lifetime;

Whereas in February 1999, a small group of
parents of children who suffer from fetal al-
cohol syndrome/effect (FAS/E) came to-
gether with the hope that in 1 magic mo-
ment the world could be made aware of the
devastating consequences of alcohol con-
sumption during pregnancy;

Whereas the first International Fetal Alco-
hol Syndrome Awareness Day was observed
on September 9, 1999;

Whereas Bonnie Buxton of Toronto, Can-
ada, the co-founder of the first International
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness Day,
stated the purpose of the observance as:
“What if . . . a world full of FAS/E parents
all got together on the ninth hour of the
ninth day of the ninth month of the year and
asked the world to remember that during the
9 months of pregnancy a woman should not
consume alcohol . . . would the rest of the
world listen?’’; and

Whereas on the ninth day of the ninth
month of each year since 1999, communities
around the world have observed Inter-
national Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness
Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the ninth day of September
of each year as ‘““National Fetal Alcohol Syn-
drome Awareness Day’’; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to—

(A) observe ‘““National Fetal Alcohol Syn-
drome Awareness Day’” with appropriate
ceremonies to—

(i) promote awareness of the effects of pre-
natal exposure to alcohol;

(ii) increase compassion for individuals af-
fected by prenatal exposure to alcohol;

(ii1) minimize further effects; and

(iv) ensure healthier communities across
the United States; and

(B) observe a moment of reflection on the
ninth hour of the ninth day of September to
remember that during the 9 months of preg-
nancy a woman should not consume alcohol.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, at
nine minutes after the hour of nine in
communities across Alaska and around
the world, people are pausing today to
observe International Fetal Alcohol
Syndrome (FAS) Awareness Day. Inter-
national FAS Awareness Day was first
observed on September 9, 1999. It began
with a small group of parents of chil-
dren afflicted with FAS and Fetal Al-
cohol Effect (FAE) who came together
on the Internet to ask this compelling
question, “What if a world full of FAS
and FAE parents all got together on
the ninth hour of the ninth day of the
ninth month of the year and asked the
world to remember that during the
nine months of pregnancy a woman
should not consume alcohol?”’

These pioneering activists, most of
whom were adoptive and foster par-
ents, led by Brian Philcox and Bonnie
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Buxton of Toronto, Canada, did not
have the resources of large public rela-
tions firms or well connected lobbyists.
They organized the first International
FAS Awareness Day on a shoestring
using the Internet. Rapidly their group
grew to include more than 70 volunteer
coordinators in  eight countries.
Through this grassroots awareness ef-
fort, many women of childbearing age
learned for the first time that no
amount of alcohol in pregnancy is
good.

Each year their simple message trav-
els further. On this fifth International
FAS Awareness Day, we know that the
message is getting across. Numerous
observances are planned in my home
State of Alaska. In Nome, a birthday
cake celebration will honor all babies
who will be born in the region in the
coming year. In Kenai the American
Legion will sponsor a breakfast and the
ringing of bells at 9:09 AM. The Mayors
of Anchorage, Haines and Wasilla, to
name a few, have issued local procla-
mations.

The Commissioner of our Alaska De-
partment of Health and Social Serv-
ices, Joel Gilbertson, and the staff of
his Division of Behavioral Health, are
to be commended for their diligent ef-
forts in bringing International FAS
Awareness Day to Alaska. An excellent
resource manual to help communities
plan their observances, is accessible
through the Internet page of the State
of Alaska, Department of Health and
Social Services. | would also like to
thank the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration of the
US Department of Health and Human
Services, which is publicizing Inter-
national FAS Awareness Day on their
website.

Yet, in spite of all of the hard work
of dedicated volunteers over the last
several years to publicize International
FAS Awareness Day, | was surprised to
learn that legislation has not been in-
troduced in the Congress to ask that
the President designate September 9 of
each year as National FAS Awareness
Day across the United States. The res-
olution that | am introducing today
would do just that.

The resolution, like the day itself, is
intended to focus attention on the high
cost of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Dis-
orders to our Nation and the ease of
prevention. At the same time it asks
that the American people treat those
afflicted with these disorders with
compassion and support. FAS is the
largest cause of mental retardation in
Alaska, the United States and all of
western civilization and it is one hun-
dred percent preventable. The simple
fact is that no amount of alcohol dur-
ing pregnancy has been established as
safe for the fetus. If women do not
drink alcohol—any alcohol—during the
nine months of pregnancy; alcohol-re-
lated birth defects will be eliminated.

It is high time that we recognize the
efforts of the dedicated volunteers who
conceived and developed International
FAS Awareness Day with a national
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observance in the United States. On
the first International FAS Awareness
Day in 1999, Bonnie Buxton put forth
this question to those who care for
FAS and FAE children, ‘“What if we
made a noise? Would the rest of the
world listen?”” To Bonnie and all of the
others who have made International
FAS Awareness Day a reality, | want
to say that the United States Senate is
listening and proudly joins in your ef-
forts to spread the word. Thanks to

your good works, the world is
listening.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 221—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL HISTORI-

CALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES AND THE IMPOR-
TANCE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF HISTORICALLY BLACK COL-
LEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Ms. Mi-
KULSKI, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
PRYOR, and Mr. LEVIN) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions:

S. REs. 221

Whereas there are 105 historically Black
colleges and universities in the United
States;

Whereas historically Black colleges and
universities are credited with making higher
education financially attainable for individ-
uals who otherwise may not have been able
to afford postsecondary education;

Whereas historically Black colleges and
universities have significant success rates;

Whereas historically Black colleges and
universities provide a supportive social, cul-
tural, and racial environment for people of
color who are seeking a college education;

Whereas in the United States historically
Black colleges and universities have edu-
cated 75 percent of all Blacks having Ph.D.s,
46 percent of all Black business executives,
50 percent of all Black engineers, and 80 per-
cent of all Black Federal judges;

Whereas in the United States historically
Black health professional schools have
trained an estimated 40 percent of all Black
dentists, 50 percent of all Black pharmacists,
and 75 percent of all Black veterinarians;

Whereas in the United States historically
Black colleges and universities have edu-
cated an estimated 50 percent of all Black at-
torneys and 75 percent of all Black military
officers; and

Whereas historically Black colleges and
universities have produced Members of the
United States Congress, State legislators,
writers, musicians, actors, engineers, jour-
nalists, teachers, scholars, judges, pilots, ac-
tivists, business leaders, lawyers, and doc-
tors: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) fully supports the goals and ideals of
National Historically Black Colleges and
Universities;

(2) salutes and acknowledges historically
Black colleges and universities and their
presidents, faculties, staff, and trustees for
their vigorous and persistent efforts in sup-
port of equal opportunity in higher edu-
cation;

(3) commends the students who benefit
from historically Black colleges and univer-
sities for their pursuit of academic excel-
lence; and

(4) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
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United States and interested groups to con-
duct appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs to demonstrate support for histori-
cally Black colleges and universities in the
United States.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, | am
proud today to join my colleague from
Maryland and others in the Senate in
submitting a Senate Resolution recog-
nizing the accomplishments and impor-
tance of our Nation’s Historically
Black Colleges and Universities. This
resolution is a companion to a resolu-
tion my colleague from Maryland in
the House of Representatives and Chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus—
Elijah Cummings—introduced earlier
this year.

There was a time in our history when
African Americans had few choices to
further their education other than His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities. Legal and historical segregation
closed the doors of many colleges and
universities, leaving them few options.
Fortunately, Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities filled the void
magnificently. They may be small in
number compared to other universities,
but their impact is impressive. In the
1950s, Historically Black Colleges and
Universities produced more than nine-
ty percent of Black professionals. It is
difficult to imagine where this country
would be without the service and dedi-
cation of the professors, administrators
and supporters of our Nation’s Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities.

For example, Thurgood Marshall, de-
nied admission at a segregated Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Law, went
on to obtain his law degree at Howard
University. He later was appointed to
the United States Supreme Court and
was on the bench when the Court de-
cided Brown v. Board of Education, the
landmark decision that once and for all
held that separate learning facilities
for school children are unconstitu-
tional. The University of Maryland—
now a very different, a more just and
diverse place, much like the United
States—acknowledged the historical
error of its ways and welcomes all stu-
dents. In fact, it has named its law li-
brary after Justice Marshall. We may
have missed the benefits of Justice
Marshall’s brilliant contributions to
the legal profession had Howard Uni-
versity not been there to accept, nur-
ture and superbly educate African
American legal scholars of his era. It is
impossible to calculate how many doc-
tors, Members of Congress, attorneys
and engineers might not have com-
pleted their educations if these institu-
tions had not been there to serve them.

Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities continue to demonstrate their
value as thousands of students who
have the opportunity to attend any
school choose to enroll in these unique
institutions. Maryland is fortunate to
have four of these institutions: Bowie
State University, Coppin State Univer-
sity, Morgan State University, and the
University of Maryland, Eastern Shore.
According to the National Association
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for Equal Opportunity in Higher Edu-
cation (NAFEO), 103 Historically Black
Colleges and Universities enroll more
than 370,000 students and graduate ap-
proximately one-third of all Black stu-
dents each year. NAFEO notes that
students who attend Historically Black
Colleges and Universities graduate
with greater frequency than African
American students at predominantly
white institutions and receive greater
academic and social support.

As many universities face the chal-
lenges of State budget constraints, dis-
appearing corporate donations, and re-
duced endowments, Historically Black
Colleges and Universities are hit espe-
cially hard. Many of them make it
their goal to educate low-income stu-
dents, making their student bodies
even more reliant on financial aid. As
our Historically Black Colleges and
Universities face struggles, the Federal
Government, State governments, alum-
ni and friends must make sure they
continue to thrive. We must guarantee
that future generations will continue
to benefit from the academic and cul-
tural richness Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities provide. Let this
resolution symbolize Congress’ com-
mitment to continuing the mission of
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities and ensuring their future suc-
cess.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 66—COMMENDING THE NA-
TIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DE-
MOCRACY FOR ITS CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO DEMOCRATIC DEVEL-
OPMENT AROUND THE WORLD
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 20TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL
ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY

Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. FRIST, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. McCCON-
NELL, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. KyL, Mr. BAYH,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. GRAHAM of Florida, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. SARBANES, and Mr. HAGEL)
submitted the following concurrent
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. CON. RES. 66

Whereas November 22, 2003, marks the 20th
anniversary of the establishment of the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy (herein-
after the “Endowment’), a bipartisan non-
governmental institution that promotes de-
mocracy around the world;

Whereas through the National Endowment
for Democracy Act (22 U.S.C. 4411 et seq.),
signed into law by President Ronald Reagan
on November 22, 1983, Congress has made pos-
sible the funding of the Endowment’s world-
wide grant programs;

Whereas 2003 also marks the 20th anniver-
sary of the National Republican Institute for
International Affairs (which was subse-
quently renamed the International Repub-
lican Institute (IRI)), the National Demo-
cratic Institute for International Affairs
(NDI), and the Center for International Pri-
vate Enterprise (CIPE), all of which joined
the Free Trade Union Institute (which was
subsequently renamed as the American Cen-
ter for International Labor Solidarity) to
form the four affiliated institutions of the
Endowment;



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-22T08:02:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




